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Shortly after this circumstance had occurred, Mr. Francis
Charlton, a son of Watts' old master, wrote from India te
desire Watts would come out to him, as he should have it in
his power to put him in the way of making a moderate
fortune in a few years. In consequence of this letter, my
father applied to the Court of Directors, and obtained free
Merchants Indentures for Watts, with liberty to proceed
on one of their ships to Bengal. Besides which he equipped
him with a sufficient stock of clothes and paid his passage
money; an act of generosity and kindness Watts always
very gratefully acknowledged; and my father had the
gratification fifteen years afterwards to see him return
to his native country with a handsome independence,
where he married a woman to whom he had been attached
from early youth, and lived happily for several years, having
departed this life but lately.

On the 22nd of October 1760, I had intended to skip
school, and take the usual march with the Guards to Ken-
sington, but knowing that I was too early for the parade, I
was sauntering about the Abbey between seven and eight
o'clock in the morning, when I heard an elderly gentleman
address an acquaintance of his who was looking at the
monuments, and after the common salutation, asked him
if he had heard the news, to which being answered in the
negative, he added, " The King is dead, I saw a messenger
who brought the intelligence to Whitehall just now. His
Majesty was seized with an apoplectic fit at six o'clock this
morning, and died in half an hour." Upon hearing this I
instantly ran into school, where Mr. Hinchliff, (afterwards
Bishop of Peterborough) was the only Usher then present,
and I roared out, "The King's dead," whereupon Mr.
Hinchliff came up to me, and taking hold of my ear, said,
" What's that you say, young man, ? Do you know you are
liable to be hanged for treason ? " Whilst I was explaining
the manner in which I had gained the information, Doctors
Markham and Lloyd entered the school, announcing the
melancholy event, and as certain official situations which
they respectively held, made their personal attendance